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% INTRODUCTION 5%

The inaugural Dena Spelling Bee represents a historic milestone as
the first competition of its kind. While this initiative was inspired by
the established Yup'ik spelling bee, it has been uniquely tailored to
celebrate our Dena languages.

This project was made possible through the vital support of the
Doyon Foundation’s partners and the Effie Kokrine Charter School
community. We extend our sincere gratitude to the school for
hosting the event and to the students who contributed significantly
by curating word lists, selecting prizes, and helping shape the
vision for this competition.

LANGUAGE AND DIALECT FOCUS

While our long-term goal is to include all languages from the
Doyon Region, this inaugural event focuses on Denaakk’e
(Koyukon) and Benhti Kokht'ana Kenaga’ (Lower Tanana).

The competition will primarily utilize the Lower/Central dialect of
Denaakk’e and the Minto dialect of Lower Tanana. Words from
other dialects may be included; however, they will be clearly
labeled to ensure clarity for all participants. We understand that
participants from other communities may spell or pronounce these
words differently, and we encourage students to explore this
diversity; however, we will use the conventions in the published
word list for the contest.



se  COMPETITION
FORMAT & SCORING "

To encourage learning and persistence, this spelling bee utilizes a
cumulative points system rather than an elimination format. This allows
every student to participate in all rounds regardless of individual

errors. Accuracy will be overseen by a panel of invited speakers.

Scoring: If a student spells a word correctly, points are awarded based
on the difficulty level:

o Common Words 1: 1 point

o Common Words 2: 5 points

o Challenge Words: 10 points

Incorrect Responses: If a word is misspelled, the student will be

provided with the correct spelling for educational purposes. No points
will be awarded for that turn, but the student will remain in the

competition for the subsequent rounds.

Determining_the Winner: The participant with the highest total point
count at the conclusion of the event will be the winner.

We hope that all students, whether participating in the contest or not,
enjoy this language learning opportunity. Naga’ khwdokhwdeje’ikh!

Sincerely,

The Doyon Foundation Language Revitalization Team



DENAAKK'E SOUNDS & LETTERS

Table vi. The Koyukon Consonants

Labial | Alveolar | Lateral | Alveolar | Velar* | Back Velar | Glottal
Stops/Affricates

plain b d dl dz g () gg ’
aspirated t tl ts k (ch) kk
glottalized t tr ts’ k’ (ch’) kk’

Continuants

voiced m n 1 z y gh

voiceless nh 1 s yh (sh) h h

*Upper dialect alveolo-palatal variants shown in parentheses.

Table vii. The Koyukon Vowel

Front Back

ce 00
High

u
e —————
(&)
Low
aa 0

Seventh Central/Lower vowel shown in parentheses

Images adapted from the Koyukon Athabaskan Dictionary, Jetté and Jones

Upper dialect Denaakk’e will be identified with this symbol:




COMMON WORDS 1 - DENAAKK'E

Enaa baasee’. tl'otl
(e-naa baa-see’) (tl"-otl)
thank you moss
oho' deneege
(o-ho’) (de-nee-ge)
yes moose
Edzoo. sode
(Ed-zoo) (so-de)
cold my older sister
gonaa’ sedaadze’
(gon-aa’) (se-daa-ze')
help my little sister
Etlebaa’. sooghe
(E-tle-baa’) (soo-ghe)
hot my older brother
Edzegee’'. seketl’e
(e-dze-gee’) (se-ketl’-e)
it's scary my younger brother
baabe Haa'!
(baa-be) (haa’)
food listen
Hek'edee'onh Lesdo
(he-k’e-dee’onh) (les-do)

It is sunny

| am sitting, | am staying



COMMON WORDS 1 - DENAAKK'E

Deenaalee keloosge
(dee-naa-lee) (ke-loos-ge)
Denali cup
deenge sookaanee
(deen-ge) (soo-kaa-nee)
money frybread
kkaakene nedeenh
(kkaa-ke-ne) (ne-deenh)
mukluks/boots no
k’etsaan’ Ogenee.
(k'e-tsaan’) (o-ge-nee)
grass | agree/of course.
geege ggtth
(gee-ge) (ggtth)
blueberries

rabbit



COMMON WORDS 2 - DENAAKK'E

denaatekk’eze menedaalts'eeye
(de-naa-te-kk'e-ze) (me-ne-daat-ts’ee-ye)
bog cranberry snowdrift
nen'dzeghe’ beghonghaatetenhe
(nen’-dze-ghe’) (be-ghon-ghaat-e-ten-he)
mushroom frostbite
kkaatsut kk’aanok’enaalyonh
(kkaa-tsu-1) (kk’-aan-ok’-enaal-yonh)
moccasins full moon
tI'eegho baabe ukk’'et
(tI'ee-gho baa-be) (u-kk’et)
native food eddy
Tl'eeyegge hut'aane kk'aaghets’en’
(TI'ee-yegg-e hut'-aane) (kk’-aaghe-ts’-en’)
Native Indigenous People backwards
ts'ododeetlaagge nedaaghe
(ts’-o-do-dee-tlaa-gge) (ne-daa-ghe)
argumentative where
yo yekkoyh net'eekk’ee
(yo ye-kkoyh) (ne-t'ee-kk’-ee)
northern lights two
ghaaneegenh kk’'eeyh
(ghaa-nee-genh) (kk’-ee-yh)
guest birchtree




COMMON WORDS 2 - DENAAKK'E

dlet tleeloyet
(dle-t-tlee-lo-yet)
mountain summit

hedeets’eyh
(he-dee-ts'-eyh)
it's windy

tI'aaghedekkone

(tI'-aa-ghe-dek-kon-e)

sewing needle

hedeelts’'eyaa
(he-deet-ts’-e-yaa)
it's not windy

tl'enh benee
(tI'enh ben-ee)

ekee
(e-kee)

stinkweed yuck, ugh, it's wet
sodegets’'eeyh hayh
(so-de-ge-ts’-eeyh) (hg-yh)
| am happy winter
koghozene huyoze
(ko-gho-zen-e) (hg-yo-zee)
weasel a little bit small
noghuy tl'aakk Dont’aanh?
(no-ghyg-y-tl'-aakk) (Dont’-aanh)
nagoonberry What are you doing?

dets’en tl'aakk
(dets’en-tl"-aakk)
raspberry

Debaa gonenh?
(De-baa go-nenh)
Who is this?



CHALLENGE WORDS - DENAAKK'E

nedaaghe detlekts’en’
(ne-daa-ghe de-tle-kts’-en’)
everywhere

dodetl’edzee ch’ejege’
(do-de-tl’-edz-ee-ch’-e-je-ge’)
chokecherry

k’ehuk’ots’e kk'o’eedoy
(k’-eh-uk’-ots’-e-kk’-0"-ee-doy)
lead dog

seyetneyoo
(se-yet-ne-yoo)
my relatives

Jenee neent'aanee’?
(je-nee neen-t'aa-nee’)
What do you see?

bedots'ahdel’eeghee
(be-dots’-tth-del’-ee-ghee)

books/magazines

ggaaf lodelyaaye
(ggaat-lo-del-yaa-ye)
bluebell



CHALLENGE WORDS - DENAAKK'E

nonaatdlode
(no-naat-dlo-de)
fish ice cream

edeghoyeneegheleedeneek
(ed-egh-oye-nee-ghelee-den-eek)
take care of yourself

hedohudege’eeh
(he-do-hu-de-ge’-eeh)

| am learning

sekaghlaado
(se-kagh-laa-do)

cooking skillet

kk'onaat'oghe
(kk’-on-aat’-o-ghe)
bird (generic)

k'ets’ehtltoone
(k'-ets’-e-htl-too-ne)
black-capped chickadee

ts'endzek denh

(ts’-endz-ek denh)
bedtime



CHALLENGE WORDS - DENAAKK'E

bedze’egh hoolaane
(be-dze’-egh hoo-laa-ne)
hooded dress, kuspuk

bet'seedaakk’oge
(be-ts'ee-daa-kk’o-ge)
needle bag

neetghtdaadleghtnh denh
(neet-ght-daa-dle-ghtinh denh)

joint (@anatomical or other)

tletlkketghuyh
(tle-tl-kka-ghuyh)

mallard duck

k’enaagheneyhtl denh
(k’-en-aa-ghen-eyh-tl denh)
kitchen

et’eghldee’ee
(et’-eghl-dee’-ee)
new



&2 PRACTICE PAGE %5




&2 PRACTICE PAGE %5




&2 PRACTICE PAGE %5




LOWER TANANA BENHTI
SOUNDS & LETTERS

Consonant inventory by position of articulation:

b d dl | ddh| dz | dr i

=
t tl tth ts tr ch k

t’ t> | tth’ | t> | tr’ | ch’ | K

1 th S SIr sh X h
1 dh Z Zr gh
m n y
nh vh
Vowels:
i u u
¢ W e
a 0 a

Images found in Lower Tanana Athabaskan Dictionary by James Kari

Sample from Denaakk’e for an articulation table:

Table vi. The Koyukon Consonants

Labial | Alveolar | Lateral | Alveolar | Velar* | Back Velar | Glottal
Stops/Affricates
plain b d dl dz g () gg ’
aspirated t tl ts k (ch) kk
glottalized t’ tr ts’ k’ (ch’) kK’
Continuants
voiced m n 1 z y gh
voiceless nh t S yh (sh) h h

*Upper dialect alveolo-palatal variants shown in parentheses.












































































